carefully treasured up gracious letters written in the
King's own hand and following this form:

** I have so good a testimony of your affection to the
King my deare Father of blessed memory, that I desire you
on this great occasion to lend me five hundred pounds,
whereof I promise You on my royall word very faithfull
repayment/*

He was so diligent that he quite won the lasting devo-
tion of men who were usually devoted to nothing but the
work of their offices. Such a one was his f ather's old Secre-
tary of State, Sir Edward Nicholas, Hyde's friend, and like
the Chancellor a sober, industrious, grave person who had
forgotten whatever follies he may have enjoyed in his
youth. Writing to Ormonde this respectable gentleman
took occasion to report:

" I assure your Excellency His Majesty hath a very good
insight already into businesses, and when he is well settled
in a good resolution is not easy to be altered. He is a great
observer of those that are real in his employments, and
though he use graciously all men, yet he makes good dis-
tinction between such as have proved themselves perfectly
hearty to his just cause and those who have been half*
hearted or neuters/*

At last all possible preparations were made. Accompanied
by James, the Privy Council, a few other lords and what
contemporary chroniclers considered ** a small train " of
some three hundred followers, the King set off for Jersey*
There were only six coaches and sixty saddle horses in the
party so most of the servants and even a few gentlemen
had to march to the coast on foot. But just before he left
Paris, Charles gave a royal show by convening the Order
of the Garter to confer the honour upon Ormonde, the
young Duke of Buckingham and Edward, Prince Palatine,
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